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Thus says the Lord: 
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man 
    and makes flesh his strength,[a] 
    whose heart turns away from the Lord. 
6 He is like a shrub in the desert, 
    and shall not see any good come. 
He shall dwell in the parched places of 
the wilderness, 
    in an uninhabited salt land.
7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in 
the Lord, 
    whose trust is the Lord. 
8 He is like a tree planted by water, 
    that sends out its roots by the stream, 
and does not fear when heat comes, 
    for its leaves remain green, 
and is not anxious in the year of drought, 
    for it does not cease to bear fruit.”
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, 
    and desperately sick; 
    who can understand it? 
10 “I the Lord search the heart 
    and test the mind,[b] 
to give every man according to his ways, 
    according to the fruit of his deeds.”

Jeremiah 17:5-10

SESSION 01: Introduction

This world is like the dry salty land that 
is talked about in the beginning of the 
verse, and if we don’t put our trust in 
God we will be in this salty land alone. 
We can only thrive in this salty land if 
we are rooted deep in God where truth 
comes from. Just like a tree with deep 
strong roots we can withstand the 
storms and the hard time. We will stand 
firm in Christ, and not be easily blown 
around like a tumble weed. 

We deepen our roots in Christ by putting 
our confidence and faith in Him. He 
is our source of living water. Once our 
roots are rooted deeply in Christ, we 
will be able to consistently bear fruit. 
Even in this dry desert land where fruit 
is so rarely seen, we can give our love 
and show the love of Christ through our 
actions. We want the students to ask 
themselves what fruit will they produce 
this week. 

When we interceded on behalf of all the 
students we felt like there are three 

words that God wants us to focus on, 
truth, void, and division.

First we have truth. It seems like the 
world is constantly searching for truth 
in so many different areas, and we want 
to guide them to the source of all truth, 
The word and Jesus. Jesus says he is the 
way the truth and the life. Most students 
tend to feel afraid or ashamed of their 
doubt or questions. We want to reassure 
everyone that it is okay to doubt and seek 
God for the answers. Ultimately we want 
our students to be rooted in the source 
of all truth. That comes from a personal 
relationship with Jesus and knowledge of 
the Word. You can’t just have one or the 
other to be rooted you have to have both 
and continually work on both. 

Secondly we got divided. Our culture is 
polarized. And it isn’t just the world that 
is divided. Families and churches are too. 
Our culture seems to be growing further 
and further apart. We want the students 
to know that ultimately God doesn’t 
want us divided. He wants us to love one 
another and that loving each other no 
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matter what they believe or what their 
views are is going to unite us as children 
of God. We are ultimately made for 
community; being united in community 
makes life in this salty land a lot easier. 

Thirdly we have void. We see everyone 
is trying to fill their emptiness with one 
thing or another. But we as Christians 
believe that Christ through the cross is 
the only way that we can completely fill 
that void. This isn’t a temporary high or 
a quick fix. It’s not pornography or sex. 
The sacrifice on the cross allows us to 
know Jesus and fill this void and never 
thirst again. 

We feel like all this comes around to 
Thriving. Once we have our roots deeply 
in the truth we will know who God is 
and his love for us, and that he is the 
only fill to our emptiness. Then once we 
love fully we will no longer be divided as 
Christians but love each other and others. 
Not only will we love each other we will 
fully love God and all he has done for us.

SESSION 02: From False to Truth

The Goal of this session is to reaffirm the 
truths God has for these students in a 
way that they understand it. In today’s 
society we are so focused on things that 
are lies in our lives. We are so focused 
on meeting the expectations we think 
society has for us. When in reality, we 
are failing to look toward’s God and his 
word in those things. There are many 
misconceptions in who we are and who 
we need to be. We were created in in 
the image of God. We were created to 
trust fully and love deeply (Isaiah 64:8, 
Jeremiah 1:4-5, 1 John 3:1-2, 1 Peter 4:8, 
Psalm 64:6). 

Our theme passage, (Jeremiah 17: 5-10) 
describes the contrast between a shrub 
in a salty place and what it is like being 
in a place where we trust God. This is the 
place where he transforms us and helps 
our roots grow deep in the land he has 
for us. If we choose to believe the lies of 
the enemy over our lives, then you are 
going to be stuck in that salty dry place. 

God is like that living water. He’s the only 
one that will help you to grow to your 

fullest potential. Only he can declare 
those truths of who you are into your life.  

• We live in a dead and barren 
wasteland. Every day we we tend 
to  believe lies about who we really 
are. We assume that taking the best 
picture for our social media, being 
a certain weight or doing drugs 
and drinking is what we need to be 
accepted and live a full life. We are 
all letting hearing things from school, 
friends, family and more speak that 
aren’t necessarily the truth. There 
is only one truth and that truth 
comes from the bible; it is found in 
Jesus. These things are the lies in 
your life. The things that you rush 
to thinking they will fill that need 
or want in your life. These things 
are only temporary. They make you 
feel good temporarily but they will 
never be enough for you. We need to 
learn to differentiate between what 
it is like to live in a place with lies 
and what it is like to be in that place 
of truth. That’s the place where we 
are listening to God and accepting his 
truth into our lives.  
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• We need to talk about those lies. We 
need to expose the ideas in our lives 
that are leading us away from God. 
We put our security in other things 
such as education, wealth, freedoms 
and rights, etc. We need to replace 
that with security and trust in Jesus.

• What is the difference between light 
and darkness? What things in your 
life are in the light and which things 
are in the dark? What does it mean 
to have things hiding in the dark? 
How can we bring those things into 
the light? How can we change our 
thinking into fulling believing the 
truth God is speaking into our lives? 
Read the bible! The Bible is truth. 
It will plant truth into our souls. 
Additionally, we need trustworthy 
people in our lives who can keep us 
accountable. God often uses people to 
speak his truth into you.

• We need to be rooted in the source. 
Who and what is the source? Jesus 
and the word! (John 1) The world 
reveals the character and nature 
of Jesus and who he is. He reveals 
the truth. We need to make sure we 
are spending time with the Lord 
everyday. Starting the day with Jesus 

is what we all need. God can speak to 
us in so many different ways whether 
its through reading the bible, going 
for a walk with him or even just 
having a personal interaction with 
someone you just met! 

• How are the students going to apply 
this into their lives after this? What 
truths are the students taking with 
them? What lies are they going to 
rebuke and what truths are they 
going to replace them with? 
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SESSION 03: From Void to Christ

What is the void?
As believers we understand that life 
without Christ is without meaning. As 
rescued, spirit-filled children of the 
Living God, we understand the contrast 
of the emptiness, hopelessness and 
darkness we experienced without Jesus 
with the wholeness, expectancy and 
light we have once we put our faith in his 
redeeming sacrifice.

But even unbelievers have a 
consciousness of a void in life. There 
is recognition of injustice, desire for 
pain to be healed, a craving for joy and 
satisfaction, etc. C. S. Lewis aptly wrote 
of this awareness in his book Mere 
Christianity, “If the whole universe has 
no meaning, we should never have found 
out that it has no meaning: just as, if 
there were no light in the universe and 
therefore no creatures with eyes, we 
should never know it was dark. Dark 
would be without meaning.”

Unfortunately, people often try to fill 
this void with things that provide only 
temporary satisfaction, and imperfect 
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solutions that cause them to further 
spiral into meaninglessness.

Recorded in John 4 is the story of a 
woman from Samaria’s encounter with 
Jesus. The way in which Jesus highlights 
the woman’s previous five husbands 
suggests some kind of dishonesty, and 
certainly when highlighting the man 
(not her husband) with which she now 
lives. In the context of Jesus reading 
her inner desire for living water, 
true contentment and fulfilment, he 
understands the woman has tried and 
failed in numerous relationships to find 
fulfilment which was only fleeting or 
incomplete.

Samaritans were shunned by Jews and 
the timing of this woman’s visit to the 
well (in the heat of the day rather than 
the cool of dawn/dusk) suggests she was 
shunned by the Samaritans. She was 
an outcast among outcasts, perhaps 
because of her poor reputation in unholy 
relationships. Maybe her hope was that 
the next man would be perfect and bring 
fulfilment and lasting joy to her life.
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What truly fills the void?
Definitively for the woman, the next man 
that stepped into her life would truly 
offer fulfilment and lasting joy to her life 

– Jesus Christ. He broke down cultural 
barriers to bring grace and freedom.

Whereas things of the earth can only 
provide small and temporary pleasure 
like the “bush in the wastelands” 
mentioned in Jeremiah 17:6, which 
one day may appear grounded and the 
next uproot and thrown around like 
tumbleweed, Jesus offers permanence 
and everlasting sustenance like the 

“tree planted by the water that sends out 
its roots by the stream” mentioned in 
Jeremiah 17:8.

Jesus says to the woman at the well, that 
true believers worship God in spirit 
and truth. This is what we long for – 
authenticity, sincerity and truth, which 
are an outflow of a true encounter with 
our gracious, divine Saviour.

What does Jesus mean to us? Do we know 
his saving grace in our lives? What can 
he save or has he saved you from?

What is the outcome of the void being 
filled?
We experience richness and fulfilment 
as we trust and root ourselves deeply in 
God’s goodness. Then we thrive with the 
same richness that nourished us to bear 
good fruit, possible in any season of life.

The Samaritan woman not only had an 
encounter with the living God, which 
is where our identity is established, but 
was able to go some way in restoring her 
reputation in the community by sharing 
the good news of the Messiah with them 
(John 4:29). She shared Jesus and saw 
the fruit of that (people believing – John 
4:39), not out of necessity but because 
of an overflow of joy in experiencing 
an encounter with Jesus. When we are 
deeply rooted in Christ, with him as our 
source of identity, sustenance and truth, 
it becomes our nature to abundantly 
bless others just as we are blessed.

A YWAMer took her two children to 
the beach where they built sandcastles 
and dug moats. As the tide came in to 
fill the moats she noticed that neither 
her children nor anyone on the beach 
started squabbling because they were 
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taking water from the sea and keeping it 
for themselves. The sea was in plentiful 
abundance! The living water that Jesus 
offers is plentiful, ever-flowing, infinite, 
eternal. The woman at the well knew 
this and called people to draw and share 
in the abundant living water that only 
comes from Jesus.

Are you prepared to share Jesus?

SESSION 03: From Divided to United 

Since the beginning, after God created 
man and woman, a sharp divide lurked 
about creation. Sin wasn’t the only thing 
that came into the garden, there was 
also a lie. A lie that man and woman 
believed. A lie that you and I so often 
believe. It was a lie that told us that we 
could rely on our own strength, our own 
intelligence. It was a lie that said maybe 
we don’t need God, maybe we don’t need 
each other, or maybe we don’t need 
relationship. However, there were two 
trees in the garden, a tree that offered 
life and a tree that offered a life divided, 
void of relationship, and ultimately death. 

Jeremiah 17:5-6 says:  “Cursed is the man 
who trusts in man and makes flesh his 
strength, whose heart turns away from 
the Lord. He is like a shrub in the desert, 
and shall not see any good come. He 
shall dwell in the parched places of the 
wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.”
The prophet Jeremiah was calling the 
people of Israel to return to the Lord. 
Time and time again the Lord sought 
to bridge the divide between he and 
his people, yet time and time again 

they turned away, relying on their own 
strength. They became a people divided, 
uprooted, like a shrub in the desert 
waiting to be thrown and tossed by the 
wind. But this was never God’s intention. 

Much like the people of Israel, God 
is constantly calling to us, but we 
constantly turn away. We rely on our 
own strength, we resist God, and we 
resist the people he has put around us. 
As a result, we become the shrub in the 
desert, parched, far from the source, and 
often a community divided. 

However, God’s desire has always been 
for us to be united. His original design 
was the garden, perfect harmony with 
him, with each other, and with his 
creation. But this kind of unity requires 
trust, commitment, humility, love. 

Philippians 2:1-11 talks about this 
kind of humility, a life modeled after 
Christ. Jesus emptied himself and took 
on the form of a servant. Paul talks 
about following Christ’s example, doing 
nothing of selfish ambition. He talks 
about being of the same mind and 
considering one another, and doing all 
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of this ultimately for the glory of God. 
Christ showed us the ultimate picture 
of reliance on the father and perfect 
relationship, a unity and intimacy 
untainted by vain independence. 

In Romans 12:9-21, serves as a code for 
every Christ follower to live by. When 
we love one another with brotherly love, 
when we bless those who persecute us, 
and when we live in harmony with one 
another, we catch a glimpse of what 
this Gospel is about, a glimpse of God’s 
original design. However, this kind of 
living is contrary to the world that we 
see around us, sometimes even in the 
body of Christ. But what would happen 
if we committed to being united, to being 
the body of Christ, imitators of Christ in 
the way we live and love? What would 
happen if we were overcome with good, 
if we were overcome with good, rejoiced 
with those who rejoiced and wept with 
those who wept? What would happen 
if we became a community of people 
that loved not just one another but our 
enemies as well? 

What would this look like in our lives? 
Maybe it means loving those who hurt 

us, our families, or our country. Maybe 
that means praying for the terrorists 
we hear about on the news. Maybe that 
means praying for our government. 
Maybe that means praying for the bully 
at school. Maybe that means praying for 
our parents and siblings. What would it 
look like to try to truly live in harmony 
with one another, striving for unity 
only found in the unconditional love of 
Christ? 

Ephesians 6:12 reminds us that this fight 
is not against flesh and blood, what we 
see in front of us, it is a fight against 
darkness and spiritual forces in heavenly 
places. If this is the case, the way to fight 
this war is not with guns and not in our 
own strength, but with truth. And his 
name is Jesus. In John 17:23, Jesus prays, 

“I in them and you in me, that they may 
become perfectly one, so that the world 
may know that you sent me and love 
them even as you loved me.”
As 1 Corinthians 12 tells us, we are a body 
with many member, but though we are 
many, we are one body. If one suffers, 
all suffer together. God created us this 
way that there would be no division, so 
that ultimately Christ, and his spirit in 

us, would be manifest so that the world 
would know his glory. 

When the prophet Jeremiah addressed 
the people of Israel, they had forgotten 
their purpose, their original design. God 
saved them and brought them together 
as a people, as a body. He revealed 
himself to them and blessed them so that 
they would be a blessing to the nations. 
Instead they gave into sin and selfish 
desires and became a people divided and 
disconnected. However, Jeremiah was 
calling them back to the source: 

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the 
Lord, whose trust is the Lord. He is like 
a tree planted by water, that sends out 
its roots by the stream, and does not fear 
when heat comes, for its leaves remain 
green, and it is not anxious in the year 
of drought, for it does not cease to bear 
fruit.” Jeremiah 17:7-8

As we remain connected to the source, 
reaching our roots to the truth, to the 
living water, we will bear fruit, and 
we will become a people united, living 
in harmony with Christ and with one 
another.
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SESSION 04: From Here to There 

The prophet Jeremiah carried a burden 
for his people because he saw God’s love 
for them, but when he saw how they had 
strayed far from him, he was devastated. 
He was crying out, calling his people to 
repent and turn to God. He was calling 
them to respond, to remember, and to 
live out the kind of life that God intended 
for them. 

We all came into this week with our own 
struggles, regrets, and mistakes. No 
matter the season of life, it is so easy to 
forget who God is and that we need him. 
So quickly, we become like the people of 
Israel, lost in the mess of this world and 
our lives, and we try to survive in our 
own strength. But we forget the loving, 
tender God that is right here willing to 
nourish us and sustain us so that we 
wouldn’t just survive, but so that we 
would thrive. 

So, what does that look like? What does it 
mean to thrive? 

When we trust in God, we thrive, like the 
tree in Jeremiah 17:7 that is planted by 
the water and sends out its roots by the 
stream. The leaves of that tree remain 
green and it always bears fruit. 

We must be like the tree planted by the 
water, relying on truth as our source 
always bearing fruit. This is what God’s 
people were called to. This is what we 
are called to. We are God’s people. We 
have been blessed to be a blessing, but 
if we aren’t connected to our source 
we become more like that shrub in 
the desert, in the wilderness of an 
uninhabited land. 

This week, hopefully, you have dipped 
your roots in the living water (John 4:14), 
refreshing and renewing your spirit with 
the truth and the love of God. Hopefully, 
this week, you have reconnected to the 
source, which is Christ. This week you have 
been in something like an oasis, lush and 
full of nutrients. You’ve been kind of isolated 
from your normal life and in this rich forest 
surrounded by other people like you trying 
to grow closer to God. But what happens 
when you go home? What happens when 
this week is over and you wake up and have 

to face school, work, family, friends, and all 
the stuff that comes with it?
Jeremiah warns us that our hearts are 
deceitful and dark (17:9). In Jeremiah 17:9-
10 the Lord says, “Who can understand 
the heart? I the Lord search the heart 
and test the mind”. In the Message, it 
says our hearts are “like a puzzle that no 
one can figure out”. Jeremiah saw this 
happen in his people and he could not 
fathom how their hearts had become so 
sinful and strayed so far from the Lord. 
But the Lord reminds him that He is the 
cure. Only he can understand and heal 
the fickle human heart. 

So often we are swayed by our emotions 
or circumstances. Sometimes we are 
tired and broken. Sometimes we give 
our heart away and it strays far from 
God. Although our intention is to love 
and serve the Lord, the world is full of so 
many distractions that pull us away. 

But in Jeremiah 31:33, and even in 
Hebrews 10:16, the Lord gives us hope 
that he can heal our hearts, that he 
will write his word upon our hearts. 
Therefore, we must be tethered to him 
as our source, with his word written 
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on our hearts and minds. This requires 
investing time in our relationship with 
God, taking the time to know him and to 
renew our minds so that we would not 
forget who he is, who we are, and what 
his will is for our lives (Romans 12:2). 

Hopefully you will leave here and 
continue to deepen those roots and 
thrive soaking in his love and truth. 
But there’s another important part 
to thriving. Jeremiah says that the 
person who trust in the Lord is blessed 
or “empowered” like a tree planted by 
water, and he says that tree never ceases 
to bear fruit. So, all that God does in us, 
should bear fruit in our lives. We have 
been blessed to be a blessing. The people 
of Israel believed they were chosen and 
they gladly accepted God’s blessings, but 
they forgot that they were supposed to be 
a light to the nations. They were meant 
to bear fruit, to enjoy God’s grace and 
share it with the world. 

The Lord tells us that he examines our 
hearts and gives according to our ways or 
the “fruit of our doings” (ASV). What is 
being poured into us needs to bear fruit 
in our lives. 

In Matthew 18:19, Jesus says to go and 
make disciples teaching them all the 
things that he has commanded. He says 
that he will be with us always. This 
means that we must become disciples 
who make disciples. 

In John 15:12-17, Jesus tells us to love one 
another as he loved us, willing to lay 
down our lives for our friends. He tells 
us we are not just servants, he calls us 
friends. He calls us to co-labor with him. 
He says he chose us and appointed us to 
go and bear fruit. 

Deuteronomy 10:12-13 says to walk in 
the ways of the Lord, to love him, and 
to serve him with all our heart and soul, 
and keep his commandments for our 
good.

James 1:27 says to care for the widows 
and the orphans. 

Mark 12:33 tells us to love the Lord, but 
also to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

Micah 6:8 says that the Lord requires us 
to do justice, love kindness, and to walk 
humbly. 
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This is the word of the Lord, and this will 
play out differently in each of our lives. 
Regardless, we are called to respond. We 
are called to go into all the world and 
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation 
(Mark 16:15). How could we not? How 
could we not respond to the Gospel that 
saved us and transformed our lives? How 
could we not share it? 

There are people outside our church 
walls that are waiting to hear about a 
God who still loves them and chooses 
them despite their failures. A God who 
does not go back on his word. A God that 
does not forsake. A God who is just and 
good. A God who hears our cry. How will 
they hear if we do not go? 

This was the cry of Jeremiah. This was 
the cry of God’s heart, calling his people 
to turn to him and to be a light to the 
world. This is the cry of God’s heart to us. 
His desire is for us to be rooted in him, 
our roots reaching for his living water, 
but he is also crying out for us to go to 
the broken in this world.
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So where is your wilderness? Where is 
God calling you to thrive? Maybe you 
are about to return to your wilderness, 
the desert, a dry, rocky place. Or maybe 
there is another desert God is calling you 
to, far away. Wherever it may be, if you 
continue to trust in the Lord you will be 
like that tree planted by the water, and in 
times of drought you will not be anxious. 
You will not fear when the heat comes. 
Your leaves will remain green and you 
will bear fruit because the Lord is with 
you. 

So, go, thrive.  
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Thus says the Lord: 
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man 
    and makes flesh his strength,[a] 
    whose heart turns away from the Lord. 
6 He is like a shrub in the desert, 
    and shall not see any good come. 
He shall dwell in the parched places of 
the wilderness, 
    in an uninhabited salt land.
7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in 
the Lord, 
    whose trust is the Lord. 
8 He is like a tree planted by water, 
    that sends out its roots by the stream, 
and does not fear when heat comes, 
    for its leaves remain green, 
and is not anxious in the year of drought, 
    for it does not cease to bear fruit.”
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, 
    and desperately sick; 
    who can understand it? 
10 “I the Lord search the heart 
    and test the mind,[b] 
to give every man according to his ways, 
    according to the fruit of his deeds.”

Jeremiah 17:5-10

This world we live in can be dry, salty, 
bitter, empty, and lonely. Imagine it like 
an isolated desert with no trees, water, 
or anything that produces life. The 
people, like tumbleweeds in the desert, 
are entirely restless. They’re restless 
searching for truth. They’re restless 
searching for something to fill the void 
inside of them. And they’re restless 
searching for a place of belonging and 
real community. In this desert place of 
our hearts/society, nothing is healthy. It 
just creates for bitter attitudes, parched 
souls, and a confused minds. 

This is the place in our spiritual lives that 
lacks trust in God. 

But this is not where we as people were 
created to live. We were not created to be 
dry, salty, confused, lonely, and empty. 

We were created to be quenched with 
living water, to grow, and to produce 
fruit. We were made to be healthy and 
vibrant. We were made to bear fruit in 
all seasons, even in the droughts.

We are created to thrive. 

But how do we do that?

In order to thrive, we need to be rooted in 
the truth of God. Every day we can plant 
ourselves by the water and let Him speak 
into us. Only then, when we are near 
God and listening to Him, we start to 
grow. We are no longer in the dry desert 
place, but in a lush garden, overflowing 
with vegetation, fruit, and life. Once 
we are growing, then like trees, we 
bear fruit. This fruit is sweet, provides 
nourishment, brings life to others, and 
produces more trees. 

T H R I V E M I S S I O N  A D V E N T U R E S
2018 North American Theme Statement
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Here are three key words for us to explore as we develop this year’s theme:  

TRUTH
God’s truth is what brings us life. In 
today’s society, everything seems to be 
fake and full of lies. In politics, media, 
government, schools, sports, and even in 
the church, it can be hard to find where 
the real truth is. Families, friendships, 
and relationships can all be very 
artificial and fake. Nobody speaks truth 
or receives truth. But where do we find 
truth? We find it in Jesus. In John, it says 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 
Jesus is the truth and we can stay close 
to Him to receive it. We are able to know 
God’s truth by reading the word and 
planting it in our hearts. We will never 
be able to function well or feel secure if 
we are not rooted in this truth. But if we 
do, we can grow and speak that same 
truth into others.

VOID
We all have a deep need to be satisfied 
and filled. Unfortunately, it’s easy to 
fill our emptiness with anything and 
everything. We think people, grades, 
sports, relationships, reputation, drugs, 
sex, or a good time will complete us. But, 
without planting ourselves next to God 
and abiding in Him, we will ultimately 
be unsatisfied. We will be dry like the 
desert. And yet, he has living water, 
water that will make us never thirst 
again. It helps us to grow and produce 
fruit. God is the only one that will fill the 
void inside of us. We must stop trying to 
fill it with everything else and just sit by 
his river and soak it in.

DIVISION
Have you ever seen just one tree in a 
healthy, vibrant forest? No, that’s because 
in a healthy forest, the environment 
grows together and produces life for 
itself. Just like a forest, we as Christians 
need to be growing next to each other 
and giving life to one another. 

In our culture, it feels like everything 
is polarized. All of us have our own 
opinions, truths, and ideas, and we 
aren’t creating any room for community 
or compromise. Since it feels like 
everything is fake, it seems nobody 
trusts each other or gets close to one 
another. 

But this isn’t how we were supposed 
to be. Like in a forest, we trees need to 
stick close to one another and attaching 
ourselves to the main root, Jesus, and use 
that as what binds us together so we can 
grow and multiply.
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