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Thus says the Lord: 
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man 
    and makes flesh his strength,[a] 
    whose heart turns away from the Lord. 
6 He is like a shrub in the desert, 
    and shall not see any good come. 
He shall dwell in the parched places of 
the wilderness, 
    in an uninhabited salt land.
7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in 
the Lord, 
    whose trust is the Lord. 
8 He is like a tree planted by water, 
    that sends out its roots by the stream, 
and does not fear when heat comes, 
    for its leaves remain green, 
and is not anxious in the year of drought, 
    for it does not cease to bear fruit.”
9 The heart is deceitful above all things, 
    and desperately sick; 
    who can understand it? 
10 “I the Lord search the heart 
    and test the mind,[b] 
to give every man according to his ways, 
    according to the fruit of his deeds.”

Jeremiah 17:5-10

This world we live in can be dry, salty, 
bitter, empty, and lonely. Imagine it like 
an isolated desert with no trees, water, 
or anything that produces life. The 
people, like tumbleweeds in the desert, 
are entirely restless. They’re restless 
searching for truth. They’re restless 
searching for something to fill the void 
inside of them. And they’re restless 
searching for a place of belonging and 
real community. In this desert place of 
our hearts/society, nothing is healthy. It 
just creates for bitter attitudes, parched 
souls, and a confused minds. 

This is the place in our spiritual lives that 
lacks trust in God. 

But this is not where we as people were 
created to live. We were not created to be 
dry, salty, confused, lonely, and empty. 

We were created to be quenched with 
living water, to grow, and to produce 
fruit. We were made to be healthy and 
vibrant. We were made to bear fruit in 
all seasons, even in the droughts.

We are created to thrive. 

But how do we do that?

In order to thrive, we need to be rooted in 
the truth of God. Every day we can plant 
ourselves by the water and let Him speak 
into us. Only then, when we are near 
God and listening to Him, we start to 
grow. We are no longer in the dry desert 
place, but in a lush garden, overflowing 
with vegetation, fruit, and life. Once 
we are growing, then like trees, we 
bear fruit. This fruit is sweet, provides 
nourishment, brings life to others, and 
produces more trees. 
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Here are three key words for us to explore as we develop this year’s theme:  

TRUTH
God’s truth is what brings us life. In 
today’s society, everything seems to be 
fake and full of lies. In politics, media, 
government, schools, sports, and even in 
the church, it can be hard to find where 
the real truth is. Families, friendships, 
and relationships can all be very 
artificial and fake. Nobody speaks truth 
or receives truth. But where do we find 
truth? We find it in Jesus. In John, it says 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 
Jesus is the truth and we can stay close 
to Him to receive it. We are able to know 
God’s truth by reading the word and 
planting it in our hearts. We will never 
be able to function well or feel secure if 
we are not rooted in this truth. But if we 
do, we can grow and speak that same 
truth into others.

VOID
We all have a deep need to be satisfied 
and filled. Unfortunately, it’s easy to 
fill our emptiness with anything and 
everything. We think people, grades, 
sports, relationships, reputation, drugs, 
sex, or a good time will complete us. But, 
without planting ourselves next to God 
and abiding in Him, we will ultimately 
be unsatisfied. We will be dry like the 
desert. And yet, he has living water, 
water that will make us never thirst 
again. It helps us to grow and produce 
fruit. God is the only one that will fill the 
void inside of us. We must stop trying to 
fill it with everything else and just sit by 
his river and soak it in.

DIVISION
Have you ever seen just one tree in a 
healthy, vibrant forest? No, that’s because 
in a healthy forest, the environment 
grows together and produces life for 
itself. Just like a forest, we as Christians 
need to be growing next to each other 
and giving life to one another. 

In our culture, it feels like everything 
is polarized. All of us have our own 
opinions, truths, and ideas, and we 
aren’t creating any room for community 
or compromise. Since it feels like 
everything is fake, it seems nobody 
trusts each other or gets close to one 
another. 

But this isn’t how we were supposed 
to be. Like in a forest, we trees need to 
stick close to one another and attaching 
ourselves to the main root, Jesus, and use 
that as what binds us together so we can 
grow and multiply.

T H R I V E M I S S I O N  A D V E N T U R E S 2018 North American Theme Statement


