
Kintsukuroi 
Re-made For Good



Our world is broken. There is a gap, a disconnect, between how we 
know things could be, how God intended them to be, and how they 
really are. Every area of society, from education to government to 
family, is affected by this brokenness - and so are we. 

Each one of us carries some brokenness within us. We all bear 
scars from hurts and disappointments and tragedies in our own 
lives. It can be tempting to hide our scars from the rest of the world 
and pretend that we are whole rather than expose our broken 
pieces. It can be painful to be vulnerable, to show others our true 
selves, cracks and all. 

We can try to fix ourselves. We can fill the cracks in our lives with 
things we think will help make us look or feel whole again, but in the 
end nothing really works for long, nothing truly repairs the damage, 
we just learn to live with it. 

But God has more for us.
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It’s the Japanese art of repairing broken pottery with lacquer  that has 
been mixed with gold, silver, or platinum. It’s more than just a 
technique for fixing something, it is also a philosophy that sees 
breakage and repair as part of the history of an object, rather than 
something to disguise or a reason to throw it away. Once something 
has been repaired this way, every crack gleams with gold, catching 
and reflecting the light, highlighting rather than hiding each line and 
imperfection. As a result of this process, the object is considered even 
more beautiful and valuable than before it was broken. 

Now obviously, we are not ceramic bowls. People are much harder to 
fix than pottery, and we need more than glue and a steady hand to 
restore what’s broken in us. In order to truly heal our brokenness we 
need to allow ourselves to be re-formed by the one who first created 
us. Ephesians 2:10 says we are God’s “poeima”, a Greek word that is 
often translated in modern English as “workmanship” which doesn’t 
just refer to something being made but is reference to the quality 
imparted to a thing in the process of making it. As the master 
craftsman, God is the only one who can make something beautiful out 
of our brokenness, who can fill the cracks we have with love and truth 
and belonging. This same verse tells us that we are “…created in Christ 
Jesus for good works…”, so we are not re-made just for our own 
benefit, but so that we can take those things we have suffered and use 
them to demonstrate His love and grace to others who are hurting. 

Have you ever heard of 

Kintsukuroi?



But we have to be willing to let Him use us. We have to allow Him 
access to the most fragile, broken pieces of our hearts in order to 
enter into that healing process. We can then choose to respond to the 
brokenness around us with that same counter-cultural love and grace. 
When we see and experience brokenness in families and 
relationships, institutions and social systems, we need to decide if we 
will simply discard them or if we will look beyond their current state to 
see the inherent value and potential that God placed in them when He 
first designed them. Nothing and no one is beyond His repair. 

As believers, we have been given the awesome privilege of working 
with the Creator and Sustainer of all things to help bring healing and 
restoration to whichever area of this broken world He has called us to. 
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For  by grace you have been saved  through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
o n e m a y b o a s t . F o r  w e a r e h i s 
workmanship,  created in Christ Jesus  for 
g o o d w o rk s ,  w h i c h G o d p re p a re d 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 


Ephesians 2:8-10
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The 14 devotionals in this years journal will explore the 7 spheres of 
society: Family, Education, Government, Religion, Media 
(Communication), Economics (Science, Technology, & Business), 
and Celebration (Arts, Entertainment, & Sports).  

Each writer will write two devotions focused on one of the spheres: 
the first will examine how that sphere has been corrupted and will 
pose the question “Where can we see brokenness in this area?”. The 
first devo will end with an encouragement to the participants to pray 
into those things they have identified. The devo for the second day 
of the sphere will explore where we see God and His character in 
that sphere, and how He is moving/working in that area. The second 
devo will end with a personal and corporate call to ask “How can we 
join with God to help redeem and restore this sphere?”. 

Each devotional should be no more than 200 words and include a 
brief (few sentence) bio of the author along with a high-quality photo 
(headshot). The deadline to submit devos is February 1st 2019.
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