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My premise is this, Mission 
Adentures is primarily an 
evangelism ministry, and 
we are overdue at taking our 
next steps in evangelism. 
Before we look at the future, let me take 
you back…
Fifteen years ago, we sat down with Loren 
Cunningham and talk about Mission 
Adventures for an hour. I still remember 
the first thing he said, “It’s fun, isn’t it?” 
He was comparing MA with what he first 
did in the Caribbean in the early days of 
YWAM. In that moment I realized that it is 
our privilege in MA to carry on the grand 
tradition of young people on mission.

A few years later, we were with Darlene 
Cunningham and she was sharing 
informally with a group of us MA leaders. It 
was, I think, her first time with us, and she 
was seeking to learn more of what Mission 
Adventures is all about. She remarked with 
a smile on her face, and that twinkle in her 
eye, “Mission Adventures is a pure form of 
the YWAM DNA.” And she later correlated 
it with DTS saying, “If the DTS is the peanut 
butter, then Mission Adventures is the jelly 
in our sandwich.” Highlighting how well 
these ministries fit together. 
 
We celebrate that MA is very “YWAM-y” 
And so we celebrate that Mission 
Adventures is very “YWAM-y”, and we’re 
grateful to be in this wonderful, worldwide 
family of YWAM. It’s fantastic that we 
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carry the heartbeat of the Mission. We are 
all about young people and mission. And we 
know that in Mission Adventures we do all 
of the big three things that YWAM does 

We do training. 
Every student on our outreaches gets 
practical, hands-on training on how to 
do mission. More than that, we inspire 
the hearts of our students and give 
an impartation of God’s spirit in our 
distinctive YWAM flavor.

We do mercy. 
We do meaningful and strategic things with 
these groups of young people. Our students 
meet the real and felt needs of the people 
they serve. 

And we do evangelism.
And of course we do evangelism. In fact, 
when the mothers and fathers in YWAM’s 
founding generation look at us, they see 
us as a primarily evangelistic ministry. 
They see our training and our expressions 
of God’s mercy. But they recognize an 
anointing on us to give students their 
first experiences in evangelism. We see 
that almost all of our students have never 
shared the gospel once. We know that they 
are fearful of sharing it, and we realize that 
many won’t ever share without our help. 
And so every one of our students should 
gain experience in evangelism while they 
are with us. And this focus on evangelism 
very much reflects the larger mission’s 
focus. And we can be proud of that. 
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THIS IS  OUR HISTORY

Photo: YWAM 50th Anniversary Archive

As I look back at our history 
and at YWAM’s history, I 
see distinct seasons of 
evangelism. 

One-To-One and Face-To-Face Era
In the beginning there was an emphasis 
on one-to-one evangelism. YWAMers went 
door-to-door, out on the streets, anywhere 
and everywhere and talked face-to-face 
with people. 

The Drama and Dance Era
From there, we developed powerful dramas. 
Toymaker and Son was an incredible 
production that communicated the gospel 
message in a novel and impactful way. 
Other simpler productions were developed. 
In fact, in the early years, Mission 
Adventures adopted several street style 
dramas and refined them for use with 
youth teams. We had The King of Hearts 
with the masks. There was The Redeemer 
that told a story of creation, temptation, fall, 
and ultimate redemption. The Champion 
depicted a boxing match in the heavenlies 
featuring Satan and Jesus going the 
distance. Other dramatic resources were 
developed including tambourine and hip-
hop dances, gospel illusions, and vacation 
bible school materials. 
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The Evangecube Era
In what may hve been a bit of a backlash 
to the performance oriented methods, we 
introduced the Evangecube to our students. 
This was an innovative folding cube that 
had various scenes on it that could be 
shown to a listener while our students 
shared the points of the gospel. Some found 
it hokey, but we liked that students were 
challenged to share the good news verbally 
with others. 

However, most of these tools have grown 
stale. 
All these methods have helped us get our 
students involved in sharing the gospel. 
However, most of these tools have grown 
stale. And we haven’t developed new and 
compelling means to help our students 
share their faith. Our fruitfulness in the 
lives of our students is less than it could be 
because it’s hard to convince them to take 
a drama home. And Evangecubes seem 
gimmicky and even confrontational in 
some contexts. We need something new to 
inspire our students. 
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TELL ING STORIES
IS OUR FUTURE
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We need to develop a fresh 
method of evangelism for our 
students, and I’m convinced 
that it’s storytelling. 
Recently I was at teaching in a DTS and 
at their community meeting a visiting 
YWAMer did a performance of Word By 
Heart. He was good. Great voice inflection, 
facial expressions, and even body 
movement. I could tell that he had spent 
many hours training and had performed 
this before many times. It was compelling.

A month later I was at another YWAM base 
teaching and they had a guest come to their 
community meeting. She was a local and 

she performed some spoken word pieces 
that she had written over the last decade. 
She had a real artistry to her words. She 
wasn’t reciting a bible passage; she had 
written her own. She told the story of the 
woman with the issue of blood from the 
woman’s perspective. It was powerful. It 
was poetry. 

Imagine with me, we’re doing street 
evangelism. We’ve drawn a crowd and a 
young woman from a church in a small 
town gets up. She’s wearing normal street 
clothes—no  black and white drama pants. 
No odd music accompanies her. She takes 
the microphone, pauses, and scans the 
crowd, and says, “Once upon a time, there 
was a father who had two sons. The older 
son looked more like his mother, but acted 
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just like his dad. The younger son was the 
spitting image of his father, but he was also 
a fool...” Imagine that she goes on to tell her 
version of the Prodigal Son. Imagine that 
it takes about 5 minutes to tell. Imagine 
that she didn’t have to memorize it word 
for word, but instead that she memorized 
the point of the story and a few key details 
that emphasize that point. Imagine that 
she chose this story herself, and worked on 
it during the training time. Imagine that 
she practiced in front of her peers and that 
they gave her feedback and constructive 
criticism. Imagine that she learned to 
eliminate her “ummms” and to modulate 
her voice to emphasize meaning. 
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TELL ING 
STORIES
IS BET TER 
FOR OUR 
HEARERS
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TELL ING 
STORIES
IS BET TER 
FOR OUR 
HEARERS

Let me tell you friends, we 
are wired for stories. 

Even our modern sophisticated, 
technological cultures are made for stories. 
Stories stir our imaginations. Stories lower 
our inhibitions and objections. Stories are 
compelling. 

Stories can create feelings in us—we can 
be inspired or afraid. We can experience 
happiness and even awe. A good story can 
move us to generosity and even faith. 

Stories put our brains to work. 
Hearing a list of facts doesn’t really light up 
our minds all that much. Sure we decode 
the words and have some understanding, 

but when we hear stories, something else 
happens entirely. The parts of our brains 
that help us experience things light up 
too. So when we hear a story about how 
food tastes, our sensory cortex is activated. 
When we hear a compelling story that 
includes vivid description of physical 
activity, our motor cortex comes online. 

Stories connect us with experience.
We can tell stories about how our lives 
have been shaped, and we can have the 
same effect on others. The brains of the 
person telling a story and listening to it 
can synchronize, , so anything you’ve 
experienced, you can get others to 
experience the same. Or at least, get their 
brain areas that you’ve activated that way, 
active too
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As you can see, telling stories is so much 
more compelling for the people we are 
trying to reach. Our students will have a 
much better chance of bridging the gap and 
sharing the gospel by telling compelling 
stories. 

If you’d like to know more about the 
science of why stories work, check out 
Leo Widrich’s excellent article titled, “The 
Science of Storytelling: Why Telling a Story 
is the Most Powerful Way to Activate Our 
Brains” 

You can copy and paste this link into your 
browser: 

http://lifehacker.com/5965703/the-science-
of-storytelling-why-telling-a-story-is-the-
most-powerful-way-to-activate-our-brains

Most people are already using stories in 
meaningful ways, and so we ought to adapt 
our methods to fit them. 

67% of People on the Planet are from Oral 
Cultures

In oral cultures, history and key knowledge 
are passed on verbally and in story. 

75% of the Bible’s content is in story form

Even the scriptures are a collection of 
stories. Fully three quarters of our Bible is 
in narrative forms. 

100% of people respond to stories

As we’ve seen, everyone, even those most 
resistant to the Gospel are ready to hear 
stories. And since stories cause us all to go 
deeper than just decoding language, stories 
have the greates chance at eroding that 
resistance. 
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TELL ING 
STORIES
IS BET TER 
FOR OUR 
STUDENTS
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TELL ING 
STORIES
IS BET TER 
FOR OUR 
STUDENTS

Stories can be the most 
effective tool we’ve ever used! 
Telling stories is versatile
We can tell stories in almost any context. 
It’s easy to tell a story one-on-one. And 
stories can be told one-to-many just about 
anywhere as well. Depending on how many, 
all we may need is a microphone and a 
simple speaker. 

With just a small amount of training, 
storytelling can even be compelling 
through translation. Tellers can learn some 
easy basics on how to work with translators. 
And translators can mimic the movements, 
inflection, and cadence of the story teller to 
increase listenability. 

The same techniques students learn on 
outreach can be put to use when they get 
home. They can even tell the stories of their 
outreach to their family and friends with 
greater effectiveness. 

Telling stories can be effective
The evangelized person may not even 
remember the 4 Spiritual Laws or the 
contents of a tract. But it’s likely they’ll 
remember the gist of a story and how it 
made them feel
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Learning to tell stories has benefits
Telling a Bible story means our students 
will have to own the story. They’ll have to 
remember it’s plot and key details. They’ll 
have to grapple with it’s meaning and it’s 
implications. And as they go through this 
deeper learning, they’ll be shaped by the 
story in deeper and more meaningful ways. 
As we all know, it’s when we teach the Bible 
that we more fully learn the Bible. 

Telling stories is part performance, and 
when we perform we learn. And when 
we learn, we grow in confidence. Nearly 
all of our first-time Mission Adventures 
students have never once shared the 
Gospel. As they learn and tell scripture 
stories with us, they’ll gain experience 
that directly translates to their world. 
Telling a story on outreach is exactly like 
telling a story at home, (okay, so maybe 
there was a translator on outreach, but you 
get my meaning). Gaining confidence in 
evangelism in the field can result in greater 
confidence and motivation in sharing faith 
at home.

The story-telling skills our students learn 
are transferable to other areas of students’ 
lives: 

• Public speaking
• Performance
• Memorization of key details
• Disecting the stories for meaningful 

content
• Understanding the bigger picture

All these skills will be useful for our 
students far beyond their Mission 
Adventures experience. 
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1.  READ IT  ALOUD
2.  CRAF T IT
3.  LEARN IT
4 .  TELL IT  TEN X
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A SIMPLE 
METHOD TO 
TRAIN OUR 
STUDENTS TO 
TELL STORIES

This Can Be Done!
It’s not as hard as you think to train 
students to tell stories. 
Our biggest barriers won’t be methods or 
techniques. Our barriers to storytelling are 
our own fears or embarrassment. 

“Fear is a punk.” —Bob Goff

What stories do we tell?
A great place to start is the parables of 
the gospels. The Sower and the Seed, The 
Prodical Son, and all the rest are already in 
story form. Jesus himself picked out the 
key details and told them orally. These 
are field-tested and proven to carry deep 
meaning. Our students may be surprised in 
how they’re able to impart this meaning by 

retelling these stories in their own words. 

Theme stories
A few years ago we developed a theme 
in North America called, Unbound. We 
drew heavily from the story of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. It would be a 
natural fit then to have our students learn 
and tell stories around the theme. Morning 
teaching sessions could focus on the Bible 
narrative. Meaning could be understood 
and implications and application to our 
modern cultures could be explored. Then in 
afternoon training sessions, students could 
learn to begin to tell these stories in their 
own words. Evening sessions that focus 
on spiritual impartation could even give 
students anointing and authority to share 
their stories with impact. 
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Advanced Storytelling for Returning 
Students
Returning students may want a greater 
challenge in their storytelling. Perhaps 
they’d want to take on developing a story 
around Biblical events like Creation. Or 
perhaps students would want to tell the 
story of the whole Bible in ten minutes. 

Teams Can Work Together
Multiple students can learn the same story 
and each tell it their own way. They can 
take turns telling the story in different 
settings. Those that aren’t telling can 
encourage and even give cues during the 
telling and feedback afterwards. 

Ambitious students can learn more than 
one story in an outreach. 

Teams of students can learn stories that 
connect together in order or that have a 
similar theme. For example, a student could 
tell the story of The Fall. Another could tell 
the story of The Flood. And a third could 
tell the story of The Failure at the Tower of 
Babel. These are the three central stories in 
the first 11 chapters of Genesis, and they all 
echo each other…

Taking it Further
This is just the beginning. So get creative in 
your storytelling! You could take this as far 
as creating performance oriented spoken 
word pieces. You could have teams of 
students tell a story together, with each one 
playing a part. Heck, with some rhymes and 
some beats, stories could become hip hop! 

A Storytelling Method from Orality.net
Orality is a tremendous resource for the 
Body of Christ. Here’s a simple four-step 
method to teach storytelling: 

1.  Read it aloud multiple times in multiple 
versions. In English, we have so many 
wonderful and rich translations. 
Nuance and meaning can be found by 
comparing and contrasting the different 
versions.  

2. Craft it. Begin to shape the story for its 
intended audience. Change any jargon 
that may not connect. Edit the story for 
length. Shorten key sentences. We tend 
to speak in shorter sentences than when 
we write. And shorter sentences have 
greater impact. Adjust the story for the 
age and worldview of the hearers. 

3.  Learn it. Draw the story on 6 story 
boards; use these when you practice. 
Drawing the story forces the teller to 
understand it and see it like a movie 
in their mind. Imagine or even use 
a motion for each action in the story. 
Think detail-for-detail accuracy, which 
is much easier than word-for-word

4.  Tell the story aloud three times. you’ll 
relax and get into the drama of the story 
yourself. Have students tell their stories 
to each other first. Make the hearers 
give feedback to the tellers. Once there’s 
a measure of proficiency, students 
should all tell their stories in an 
outreach environment. After students 
tell their stories ten times, they’ll have it 
for life!
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Imagine the Impact this will have on our 
students and the people they tell stories to! 
Imagine the growth of faith and confidence! 
Imagine how many more will come to know 
Jesus Christ!

The method I’ve outlined is one of many. 
Here are more resources for you:

• Orality.net
• Three Story Evangelism from Young Life
• Dare2Share.org
• Kurt Vonnegut’s Graphs of Stories

Photo: Alona Kraft via Unsplash

SO
MANY
RESOURCES

SO
MANY
RESOURCES

Questions to ask yourself: 

• In your ministry have you ever used 
stories to share the gospel?

• Do you know of any storytelling 
resources?

• Why are stories effective? And what are 
they effective at?

• How do you think you could 
integrate stories into your ministry? 
What obstacles do you see? What 
opportunities do you see?

• Tell a good story to your table.


